I LITERACY

Letter-writing ties older, younger students together

BY AINE MOORAD
Special to Sun Media

An old way of communicat-
ing has become a new way to
promote literacy in London.

Students in the master's of
library sciences program at
the University of Western
Ontario are helping London
kids develop their reading and
writing skills by becoming
their pen pals.

Under the program, UWO
students are paired up with
children at London public
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schools and they exchange
letters during the school year.
“I participated in the pro-
gram while 1 was at Trent
(University in Peterborough)
and thought it was a great
idea,” said Rebecca White, in

charge of the program at
Western. “It helps young
people develop an interest in
reading and writing.”

White said she believes
being a part of the program is
a good way to serve the com-
munity.

“I really believe in commu-
nity involvement and doing
my part,” she said.

White understands the
importance of communicat-
ing with a child through let-
ters: she had a pen pal when
she was a child.

“It’s very exciting as a child
to receive letters . . . I'm aware
of how helpful having a con-
nection to someone really
was,” she said.

Ainsley Latour, a teacher at
Fairmont public school, got
her class involved in the pro-
gram. It's been a success, she
said.

“I have seen growth among
many children. Their writing
and reading skills have
improved tremendously.”

Latour said the program
also helps children learn the

importance of communicat-
ing with others.

“It cultivates their social
skills,” she said, adding that it
also provides them with the
opportunity to interact with
older students who can serve
as role model.

MORE: Read about other local
literacy programs at
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