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Former deputy minister among Hall inductees
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Aformer deputy minister of agriculture
who got his start in the Junior Farmer
Potato Club is one of three new in-
ductees into the Middlesex Agricultural
Hall of Fame.

Clayton Switzer grew up on a farm in
Caradoc Township.

As a child, he took part in the potatoe
club, planting a crop and entering it in
acompetition.

“The best-looking sample won,”
Switzer said.

Before he started university, Switzer
knew he wanted a career in agriculture
50 he enrolled in the Ontario Agrieul -
tural College,

He completed his master's degreee in
plant physiology and later earned his

PhD from lowa State University.

In 1955, Switzer began teaching at the
omtario Agricultural College in the
department of botany. He spent 29
years at the college, including 11 as
dean.

In 1983, Switzer became deputy minis-
ter of agriculture in Ontario, a position
he held for six years

Switzer also is a former president of the|

Ontario Institute of Agrologists and is a
member of the Canadian and Ontario
agricultural halls of fame.

He feels privileged to receive this
award.

*s quite a good feeling to be recog-
nized for whatever contributions I may
have made by the people of Middlesex,"

he said.

Alice Catherine Edwards and Evan
MeGugan will be inducted into the
Middlesex hall with Switzer at a lun-
cheon tomorrow at Western Fair.

Evan McGugan

Founded in 2000, the hall recognizes
ndividuals who have playved a signifi-
cant role in agriculture in Middlesex
County and beyond, said chairperson
Hugh Fletcher.

Edwards was bomn in 1860 in Lobo
Township and is remembered for her
leadership of rural women and their
families. She was involved in develop-
ing the Federated Women's Institute of
Ontario and started several branches of

the Women's Institute in Middlesex
County.

McGugan grew up on a farm in Ekfrid.
After graduating in 1948 from the On-
tario Agricultural College, McGugan
started working at Westemn Fair.

With the support of Agriculture Canada,
MeGugan began Western Fair’s fiest af
ternoon program of parimutuel harmess
racing.

“1"'m very honoured to receive this
award," said MeGugan, who worked at
the fair for 43 years.
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